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	January long weekend – Key messages

	January 2026 Victorian bushfires


Travelling to regional Victoria over the long weekend
· We know many people will be moving around Victoria this long weekend.
· We want you to enjoy your long weekend safely.
· With fires and floods across the state, it’s important to know the conditions where you are visiting.
· Make sure you plan ahead, know what’s open and know how to stay up-to-date.
· Roads you normally drive on may be closed, particularly near recent fires. Check the VicTraffic website before you leave home. If you’re away from home out of internet reception, you can call VicTraffic on 13 11 70. 
· Visit a driver reviver site if you’re travelling this weekend. At each Driver Reviver site, travellers can take a much-needed break with a free cup of Bushells coffee or tea, an Arnott’s biscuit, and most importantly, a chance to rest and recharge, ensuring drivers stay alert and reach their destination safely.
· Find a driver reviver site along your route and check the opening hours at https://www.driverreviver.com.au/driver-reviver-sites/. Not all sites will be open this weekend. 
· The Bureau of Meteorology is forecasting high temperatures and elevated fire weather conditions in many parts of Victoria, particularly over the long weekend. 
· There may be extreme fire danger ratings in some districts
· As you travel, there a few things you need to do to stay safe:
· Stay informed - download the VicEmergency app, create a watch zone and look out for any warnings and advice messages, or visit emergency.vic.gov.au
· Visit the Parks Victoria website to check which parks and campsites are open or closed
· Visit FFMVic’s forest and road closures webpage for information about state forest road and visitor site closures
· Keep up to date with the latest road closures at VicTraffic website
· If you’re camping on a Total Fire Ban Day, campfires are not allowed and must be extinguished 
· Follow the advice of emergency services
· [bookmark: _Toc70969434]Some popular destinations are closed due to the impacts of fires such:
· parts of the Alpine National Park
· some areas within the Lake Eildon National Park
· Areas on the Murray River east of Walwa
Stay away from these areas – they are not safe to enter or camp in
· Emergency services are still working to contain some fires.  


Relief and Recovery
· We are working to restore access to bushfire affected areas. This includes:
· Hazardous tree clearing
· Restoring power
· Clearing roads
· We are supporting communities with cleanup, health and wellbeing and insurance advocacy.
Heat health  
· Here are steps you can take to protect yourself and others: 
· Stay cool. Use air conditioning or a fan. Wear light and loose clothing. Keep skin wet, using a spray bottle or damp sponge or by taking cool showers. If you can’t keep cool at home, think about where you can go on hot days to cool down. Public pools, or air-conditioned buildings to name a few.  
· Stay hydrated. Drink plenty of water. Keep drinking fluids before you feel thirsty, especially if outdoors and performing physical activity.  
· Stay connected and check in with family, friends and neighbours. Let people know you are OK and check in on those at increased risk or who may need your support. Look out for those who might be more affected by the heat, like the those over the age of 65 years, young children or people with certain medical conditions.   
· Stay up to date with the weather forecasts. Plan ahead and schedule activities to the coolest part of the day.  
· Hot cars kill. Never leave kids, adults or pets in cars. The temperature inside a parked car can double within minutes.  
· If you need urgent healthcare, but it's not life-threatening, you can choose to get free help in three ways:
· walk into an Urgent Care Clinic, open late and on weekends, 
· video call with Virtual Emergency Care 24/7 or phone 1300 60 60 24 for Nurse-on-Call 24/7
· Learn more at urgentcare.vic.gov.au
· If you are in a life-threatening situation and need emergency care now, call triple zero (000) or visit your nearest emergency department.
Smoke
· Bushfire smoke is impacting air quality in many areas across Victoria.
· The fires are dynamic and air quality across the state will be variable over the 
long weekend.
· keep up to date with air quality conditions in your area at epa.vic.gov.au/check-air-and-water-quality.
· you can also assess the air quality near you. Your eyes and nose are excellent at detecting smoke. If you can smell smoke, protect your health. 
· Only call Triple Zero (000) for an unattended fire or defined column of smoke.
Access / roads
· The recent bushfires have damaged road surfaces, signage, markings and bridges.
· Our focus is to prioritise local access for residents, and for agricultural and business purposes. Such as providing fodder for livestock, supporting dairy farmers with tanker access, providing generators for those that need them, along with critical infrastructure repairs. This will differ for each fire affected area.
· Once the roads are safe from fire, we can start clearing debris and check for hazardous trees. There are thousands of hazardous trees currently along roadsides. Once deemed safe, we are then getting local traffic to come in.
· Keep up to date with the latest road closures at VicTraffic website
Water safety 
· All waterways can mask hidden dangers – be aware and prepare before entering the water by:
· Downloading the Beachsafe app or visiting beachsafe.org.au 
· Check water quality conditions at epa.vic.gov.au/check-air-and-water-quality.
· Checking the Bureau of Meteorology app or bom.gov.au for up-to-date local conditions and warnings. 
· Checking safety signs for information about local risks and hazards. 
· Asking someone local who knows the conditions, such as a lifeguard or Lifesaving Club member. 
· Rip currents are the number one hazard on Australian beaches – two out of three people who think they can spot a rip, can’t. The best way to avoid a rip is to swim at a patrolled beach between the red and yellow flags. 
· Swim between the red and yellow flags, so lifesavers and lifeguards can help you if you get into trouble. 
· Learn CPR, particularly if you’re visiting an isolated location. 
· Always watch children closely when they are in or around water. Make sure kids under five years old are within your arm’s reach and children aged 5 to 10 are always in your line of sight. 
· Drinking alcohol increases the risk of drowning. Don’t enter the water if you have been drinking and don’t let your mates drink and drown. 
· Know the conditions and know your limits. 
· Never swim alone.
Campfire safety
· The safest option is not to light a campfire.
· Before you light a fire, check fire restrictions. Can you have a campfire? Is it a day of Total Fire Ban?
· There are on-the-spot fines for people who do not comply with campfire rules. 
· If you still choose to have a campfire, ensure you do the right thing with campfires and extinguish them properly.
· Don’t light a campfire, or keep one alight, on dry, windy days. 
· Most campfires escape when they are left unattended. Never leave a campfire unattended, even for a short while.
· [bookmark: _Toc1057165506]It’s critical that people extinguish their campfire using water, not soil, as fires can still smoulder under soil for several days and reignite under the right conditions. If a fire is cool to touch, it is safe to leave.
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